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ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Short report:
The National task team

· Ari Seirlis and Therina Wenzel representing the disability sector.

· Khibi and Ibrahim Seedat from National department of transport.
· Jim Stanberry and Karin Liebenberg: consultants from Arguss Gibb.

· Dion Rademeyer and Jakkie Pieters – advising Department of Transport about use of consultants

The national task team has managed to successfully lobby for the following:

1. Each and every bus used by the cities for public transport (bus rapid transport system and other) must be accessible to all categories of persons with physical disabilities.
2. Midi bus taxis that are used to feed the bus routes must also all be accessible to all people with disabilities.

3. Mini bus taxis will not be made accessible unless they want to.

4. In the new plan on mini bus taxis, the department will subsidize either NGO’s in the disability sector for door to door bus transport for people with severe disabilities, or private initiatives prior approved – more or less like the Cape Town dial a ride system

(The disability sector must please not compromise on these three points, but also not deviate from these points)

Further opportunities for the disability sector

· Cities will develop call centres to manage transport issues for 2010 and beyond. This provide job and leanership opportunities for persons with disabilities.

· APD and QASA are working on a training manual for training transport operators and drivers. This will be made available to provincial APD’s/QASA’s in order to get training contracts.

· October is transport month-please use this to create awareness around transport challenges in our sector.

Important notes:

· The task team already has the buy in from Johannesburg, Tshwane, Nelson Mandela Bay (PE) and Cape Town

· The task team is still working on other cities.
· Once the task team has buy in from the city-the local disability organizations must stay in touch with the city as watchdog and advisors (this is APD and QASA offices)

· Contact details of relevant people at cities will be provided shortly.

· Rural accessible transport strategy is still being planned.

· We will shortly start with briefing sessions for APD’s and QASA offices on how to proceed with cities.
· The National Parking Disc document (position paper) is accepted by the government. We are following up for feedback and way forward weekly. 

· We are working on policy minimum standards for safety when transporting people with disabilities in our own vehicles.

· Fannie du Toit and Raven Benny made a short TV add on accessible parking. This will duplicated for use by all NCPPDSA and QASA offices. (will be on some TV channels from October)

· Please send ideas for media coverage during transport month to Fanie du Toit and Ari Seirlis.

For any enquires, contact Therina or Ari
David Shabangu

Access Officer
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