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A comprehensive review of the current social development programs in NCPPDSA, with special mention of new Government Interventions and legislation specifically for Persons with Disabilities

Currently we have six main programs running concurrently on social development level within NCPPDSA.  Most of the activities in the six programs are of a continuous nature.  Some of the programmes are only dealt with on National level, but we also have a provincially represented Social Development Committee that conveys all the actions to our nine Provincial Structures.  The Social Development Committee comprises of representatives of all the Provincial Structures and our partners and consists of both social workers and persons with disabilities (“PWD”).

The programs are the following:

1. The Services Program
2. Resources
3. Research and statistics

4. Networking and partnerships 

5. Policies

6. Training
1. In the Services Program we have the following forums
1.1 The woman’s forum 
Looks at the abuse of disabled woman and children, and which gives NCPPDSA representation on all government structures relating to woman’s issues.

1.2 The HIV/AIDS forum
This forum carries the message in all structured HIV/AIDS programs; help with the organisation of research projects and works on a representative strategy regarding HIV/AIDS and persons with disabilities.

1.3 Rehabilitation
NCPPDSA gives support and information to the institutions offering rehabilitation to persons with disabilities in the Rehab.  We also render services and support to any PWD and their families.
1.4 Community Development
The development of services for persons with disabilities in all communities, with special attention to the development of services in rural areas.

1.5 Prevention of disabilities

Special projects are launched to make people more aware of the challenges of all persons with disabilities.  These projects are then linked to the prevention of disabilities.  

1.6 Management of disability issues around conflict issues

(Both domestic conflict and national conflict) to support the persons with disabilities that are exposed to conflict and to prevent disability as a result thereof.

1.7 Independent living

Special projects and continuous support to all manufactures and distributors of independent living products.  NCPPDSA also distributes information regarding new products to the nine provincial structures.

1.8 Social security issues

NCPPDSA give services and support to all persons with disabilities regarding grants, pensions etc. and see that all social workers working for provincial APD structures have the correct information, guidelines and policies regarding all grants related to persons with disabilities. We have an exceptionally good relationship with the National SASSA office, and anybody is more than welcome to contact me for information on the status of a grant.
1.9 Hearing loss
Services are rendered to persons that have post lingual hearing loss and a national database is constructed to assist audiologists in getting information regarding new assistive devices through to the consumers and to assist and support persons with hearing loss.

1.10 Multi disability
A national database is constructed and the NCPPDSA is venturing into the formulation of a support group for persons with multi disabilities and also to render services and support to these persons and their families.
1.11 Spina Bifida
A national database is constructed and the NCPPDSA is venturing into the formulation of a support group for persons with spina bifida and also to render services and support to these persons and their families.
2. Resources
In the Resources  program, we look at the following:
2.1
Assistive devices
NCPPDSA helps persons with disabilities to get information to the correct resources available and guide them to the correct therapists and supplies.

2.2
Measurement of services
The NCPPDSA develop and implement measuring tools to measure the guidance and success of services rendered to persons with disabilities.

2.3
Database of clients
With the help of the nine Provincial Structures, NCPPDSA is constructing a national database of persons with disabilities living in South Africa.

2.4
Residential care
Again with the assistance of provincial structures we are formulating a national database of all residential care available to persons with disabilities in South Africa.  We also support these institutions and provide them with information regarding persons with disabilities.   

2.5
Transport
NCPPDSA support development of public transport services, accessible to all persons with disabilities. We also provide the transport structures with support and information regarding persons with disabilities.

3. Research and statistics

The NCPPDSA strive to have more research done on all aspects of disability and provide support and input to any structure that may need it to do the research.  We also do our own research in the provincial structures and keep statistical data on persons with disabilities. 
4. Networking Partnerships

The NCPPDSA build partnerships with all other intergovernmental organisations in an attempt to better the lives of all persons with disabilities in South Africa. We also have memorandums of understanding with the following organisations to deliver services to their clients:
· National Association for Persons with Cerebral Palsy (NAPCP)

· National Institute for the Deaf – post lingual Hearing loss(NID)

· Quadpara Association of SA (QASA)
5. Policy

The management and provision of inputs relating to Social Development, UN Convention issues and the formulation of subsidy programs for the Department of Social Development are done on a continuous basis.

6. Training

· Networking with universities to have social work students placed with the provincial structures for practical training and to have disability related issues covered in the curriculum of the social work students.

· The training of staff on national and provincial level on all disability related issues.

· We envisage the training of persons with disabilities to become social workers and peer counsellors and also to involve persons with disabilities in community development.

· The development and training of all professionals in government and private sector on disability related issues.

· The training and development of persons with disabilities (clients) and their families to cope with the stresses of daily living with persons with disabilities. 
So, this is then the review of the social development services within NCPPDSA, but I would love this opportunity to remind you all of the following two very relevant legislative changes within the South African law, that is VERY important to anybody dealing with Cerebral Palsy:
1. New Children’s Bill

The new Children’s Bill came into effect on the 1 April 2009, but Government realized, even before that, that there are huge problems with this Bill.  For that reason, a new Bill is written; that we hope will be signed by Parliament in 2010.  I was so privileged to be on the elected task team, which wrote all the Norms and Standards for the new Bill.  The focus of the new Bill will be on Residential Care, and the Abuse, Exploitation and Neglect of children.  It was fortunate that the task team was very sensitive towards the needs of all children with Disabilities, and in the new Bill the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of Children, and the UN Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities were integrated and added as attachments to the new Bill.
The second policy that I would like to highlight is:

2. Policy on Disability
This Policy on Disability of the DSD focuses on the provision of integrated developmental social services and adopts the “Social Model” on disability, which focuses on the abilities of PWD rather than their differences and disabilities, and reinforces the principles of full participation, self representation, inclusion and acceptance of PWD as part of the mainstream society.
It does not replace the INDS or any other existing policy or program pertaining to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, instead, it builds on such policies and programmes with a focus on the delivery of developmental social services only.
This Policy on Disability provides guidelines on how the DSD can address the challenges of PWD in a manner that deals with the legacy of the past and applies a social model approach to disability in DSD and all other government structures.

The objectives of the policy are to:

· Integrate and promote mainstream disability across social development practises and into existing departmental policies, strategies and programmes that are aligned to departmental mandates

· Facilitate transformation shifts within departments and the society as a whole regarding disability issues
· Define the role of DSD in service provision to all PWD

· Facilitate the development and implementation of an integrated and comprehensive social security system
· Serve as an overarching policy framework on disability within all departments.
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